AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS; 

1 . (Currently Amended) I n a mark e tp l ac e , a A computer-implemented 
method for proc e ss i ng clearing offers, i nt e nd e d to b e assoc i at e d with oth e r off e rs, th e 
offers conta i n i ng sp e cif i cat i ons ind i cat i ng which specify conditions for acceptance, and 
the method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of i mprovab l o advantaged offers capable of bo i ng assoc i atod 
with offers hav i ng moro favorab l o spec i ficat i ons than initial offers assoc i ated w i th tho 
i mprovabl e off e rs ; 

associating i n i t i al off e rs with th e i mprovab le off e rs; each advantaged offer with 
one or more available most-favorable disadvantaged offers, wherein the conditions of 
acceptance of each advantaged offer are met by each disadvantaged offer that has 
been associated with the advantaged offer: and 

changing the association of at least one associated advantaged offer to a newly 
available disadvantaged offer that offers more favorable terms than a currently 
associated disadvantaged offer, when the newly available disadvantaged offer is 
received and meets the conditions of acceptance of the associated advantaged offer. 

rocoiving a p l ural i ty of nonimprovablo offers i ncapab l e of bo i ng associatod w i th 
oth e r off e rs aft e r hav i ng b ee n assoc i at e d w i th i n i t i a l off e rs; 

determ i n i ng wh i ch nonimprovablo offers have moro favorablo spec i fications than 
i n i tia l off e rs assoc i at e d w i th i mprovabl e off e rs; and 
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assoc i ating th e d e t e rm i n e d on e s of th e non i mprovabl e off e rs w i th corr e spond i ng 
onos of tho i mprovab le off e rs. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
improvab le and non i mprovab le advantaged and disadvantaged offers are each 
associated with a pool and a corresponding hav i ng an assoc i at e d pool close event. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
specifications specified conditions for acceptance of the offers have attributes related to 
terms of acceptance of that offer, and 

wherein determining which of the non i mprovabl e disadvantaged offers have 
more favorable specifications further comprises: 

applying attributes of one of the improvabl e advantaged offers to a price function 
for one of the non i mprovab le disadvantaged offers to calculate a price. 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 3, wherein the calculated price 
includes all appropriate costs. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 3, wherein determining 
which of the nonimprovab le disadvantaged offers have more favorable specifications 
further comprises: 

applying a weighting function to the calculated price. 
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6. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 3, wherein applying 
attributes of one of the i mprovabl e advantaged offers comprises: 

using as the price function a table in which price ranges correspond to attributes 
of an improvab l e advantaged offer. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 3, wherein applying 
attributes of one of the i mprovab le advantaged offers comprises: 

using as the price function a computer program capable of defining a price based 
on attributes of an i mprovabl e advantaged offer. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
specifications of conditions for acceptance of t he offers include price specifications, and 

wherein determining which non i mprovab le disadvantaged offers have more 
favorable specifications further comprises: 
comparing price specifications. 

9. (Original) A method according to claim 8, wherein the price specifications 
are constant prices, and 

wherein comparing the price specifications comprises: 
comparing constant prices. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein r e c ei v i ng a 
plura li ty of non i mprovab le associating each advantaged offer with one or more of the 



-6- 



most favorable available disadvantaged offers i nc l ud e s is performed : 
r e c e iv i ng a f i rst s e t of non i mprovab le off e rs, and 

roco i v i ng a s e cond s e t of non i mprovabl e off e rs aft e r th e f i rst s e t, wh e r ei n th e 
specif i cations of tho first sot of non i mprovablo offers aro loss favorabl e than th e 
sp e cif i cations of at l e ast on e of th e s e cond s e t of non i mprovab le off e rs; and wh e r e in th e 
m e thod furth e r i nclud e s: 

associating tho i mprovab l e offers w i th tho first and s e cond sot of non i mprovabl e 
offers, giving h i gh e r in order of priority to tho on e s of the i mprovable advantaged offers, 
accord i ng to such priority being determined by the order in which the i mprovab le 
advantaged offers were received. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 10, wherein the set of 
available disadvantaged offers comprise st e p of assoc i ating th e i mprovab le off e rs w i th 
th e first and second s e t of non i mprovabl e off e rs furth e r compr i s e s: 

cons i d e r i ng on l y th e nonimprovabl e those disadvantaged offers that are not 
already associated with other offers. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 10, wherein the 
specifications of the conditions of acceptance of the i mprovab le advantaged offers 
further comprise: 

a product specification, a quantity specification, a pool specification, and a 
fragment list; and 
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wherein determining which non i mprovab le disadvantaged offers have more 
favorable specifications includes: 

examining the product specification, quantity specification, pool 
specification, and fragment list of the improvable offers. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 10, wherein the 
specifications of the non i mprovabl e conditions of acceptance of the disadvantaged 
offers further comprise: 

a product specification, a quantity specification, a pool specification; and a 
fragment list; and 

wherein determining which nonimprovab le disadvantaged offers have more 
favorable specifications includes: 

examining the product specification, quantity specification, pool specification, and 
fragment list of the improvab le disadvantaged offers. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein the 
quantity specification further comprises a minimum quantity and a maximum quantity; 
and 

wherein determining which non i mprovab le disadvantaged offers have more 
favorable specifications includes: 

examining the minimum and maximum quantities. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 13, wherein the 
quantity specification further comprises: 

a minimum quantity and a maximum quantity; and 

wherein determining which non i mprovab le disadvantaged offers have more 
favorable specifications includes: 

examining the minimum and maximum quantities. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for generating 
events to be posted to a marketplace, the method comprising: 

receiving a description of transactions to be offered in the marketplace; 

expanding the description of transactions to be offered in the marketplace into at 
least one offe r, with specified conditions of acceptance ; and 

generating a set of post events based on the at least one offer in a manner to 
cause the transactions to be offered in a marketplace in which a marketplace method 
for processing offers i nt e nd e d to b e assoc i at e d w i th oth e r off e rs is used, th e off e rs 
contain i ng spec i ficat i ons indicating acc e ptab l o conditions for accoptanco, and the 
marketplace method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of i mprovabl e advantaged offers; capabl e of b ei ng 
assoc i at e d w i th off e rs hav i ng mor e favorab le sp e c i f i cations than i n i t i al off e rs assoc i at e d 
w i th th e i mprovab le off e rs; 

associating i n i t i a l off e rs w i th th e i mprovab le off e rs each advantaged offer 
with one or more available most-favorable disadvantaged offers wherein, the conditions 
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of acceptance of each advantaged offer are met by each disadvantaged offer that has 
been associated with the advantaged offer; and 

changing the association of an advantaged offer to a newly available 
disadvantaged offer that offers more favorable terms than a currently associated 
disadvantaged offer, when the newly available disadvantaged offer is received and 
meets the conditions of acceptance of the associated advantaged offerJ MI 

roco i v i ng a p l ural i ty of nonimprovabl e off e rs i ncapab le of be i ng assoc i at e d 
w i th othor offers aftor having be e n assoc i at e d w i th i nit i a l off e rs; 

d e t e rmin i ng wh i ch non i mprovab le off e rs hav e mor e favorab le 
sp e c i f i cations than i n i tia l off e rs associat e d w i th i mprovab le off e rs; and 

associating th e d e t e rm i n e d on e s of th e non i mprovab le off e rs w i th 
corr e spond i ng on e s of th e improvab le off e rs. 

1 7. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein the description of 
transactions is a stepped-price schedule having price breaks at each price step in the 
stepped-price schedule, and 

wherein generating a set of post events includes: 

generating an uninterruptible sequence of offers, each offer in the 
sequence corresponding to a price step in the stepped-price schedule, and each 
offer having a reserve price equal to the price break of the price step. 

18. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein the description of 
transactions is an all-or-none specification having a minimum quantity, and 

-10- 



wherein generating a set of post events includes: 

posting an offer with a minimum quantity specification 
corresponding to the minimum quantity in the all-or-none specification. 

19. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein the description of 
transactions is a fill-or-kill specification having a minimum quantity, and 

wherein generating a set of post events includes: 

posting an offer with a minimum quantity specification 
corresponding to the minimum quantity in the fill-or-kill specification; and 

withdrawing the offer if the minimum quantity specification cannot 

be satisfied. 

20. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein the description of 
transactions is a fill-and-withdraw specification having a desired quantity, and 

wherein generating a set of post events includes: 
posting an offer with a maximum quantity specification corresponding to 
the desired quantity in the fill-and-withdraw specification; and 

withdrawing any quantity of the offer not immediately filled. 

21 . (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein the events include 
straddles specifying a straddle limit, which restricts the number of associations, and 

wherein generating a set of post events further comprises: 

creating an offer corresponding to one of the descriptions; 
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adding the created offer to any corresponding straddles; and 
generating a straddle including the created the offer if no corresponding 
straddles exist. 



22. (Original) A method according to claim 21 , further comprising the steps of: 
monitoring the marketplace for new opportunities to post an offer corresponding 

to offers in a posted straddle; and 

adding an offer corresponding to the new opportunity to the posted straddle. 

23. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein receiving a description 
of offered transactions further includes: 

providing a user interface to specify products in the offer. 

24. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein generating a set of 
post events further includes: 

generating offers contingent on the occurrence of an event. 
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